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RB: There were tivo types of war correspondent. James Mates, Bill Meely were looked
after by military units. While Julian Manion and Johnny [rvine operated independenthy.
You can't operate just an embedded reporter. You have to be embedded though to get
to positions, vou canreach the front line because of your position as an embedded
reporter. Lnilaterals — de-embedded — get different material. Johnrny [rvine on TR

™™ elc ome to Baghdad from TR and Julian Manion operated unilaterally and where
therefore able to present a broad and accurate picture of the chaos brought aboot by
tmilitary action. There were 149 correspondents and crewes involved in thewar. | worked
with Temy Uoyd for 15 yvears and was aridinally supposed to be travelling with him bot
they needed a mukiskiled person to goowith James Mates at the last minute. W ultiskilled
fmeansyou can shoot and edit.

GV Was ermbedded with paras. | was informed afortnight before the trip. WWe were
hiriefed and sent on a hostile environment course with ex-5A5 and paras. It was a week-
long course. We also had to undergo a MBC (nuclear, biological and chemical course
with gas masks etc. The most frightening thing in the desert was the MBS factor when
the sirenswert off to signal a gas alert. Asa modern war correspondent we were
advized by the MO D to take thermal undersear, a tent, water bottles, they gave us a
catchrall list. We also had to get in touc b with our ermbedded unit to ascertain what to
take. But when we flew to Kowait City we went to the Hilton to get our embedding
procedure and were told swe could only take what we could carry. The troops that were
assigned tolook after uswere considered unfortunate.

RB: Thefirst shotswere of soldiers showering in the desert, soldiers doing press-ups,
tnaintaining tanks, that kind of thing. The LIS marines had no tents from day one. The
first action we were invalved inwasin Masarea and the race to Baghdad. It was
assumed that Masarea was safe and it was on the direct route to Baghdad. | mistakenly
heliewed that as a reporter, | couldn't be killed but it was only on the second day of the
wear that Terry Lloyvd wweas killed. At one paint we stayed with a MBC Mews crew under a
biridge in Masarea. When they returned their battalion had been hit and five people had
bieen hit. Surprisingly there were no restrictions from LIS troops about what could be
reported.

GV British troops were mare restrictive but it depended onswhich troops you were with.
The most restrictive were the paras. The majors inthe paras battalion were wery
paranoid about wording, etc. The British marines were at the sharp end. Bill Weely was
told pans and given a wider berth inwhat he could report bt it was different with

different units of the British arrye. The M arines are generally more friendhy with the
tmedia that the paras.

RB: TheAmerican troops allovwed reporters tofillm and transmit armething swathout
censarship but the British troops placed a lat of restrictions on reporters. The other
strange thing was the reporters at the Palestine Hotel were sending shots of Baghdad
biut the only area that was allowed to be filmed was the presidential compound which
weas heing bombed. Reports made under Iragi broadcast restrictions meant that no
residential areas could be shown but they were the areas that were undamaged.

GV: | bonded with the paras astime wert on. We spent a lot of time just sitting in fox
holes or scrape haoles. The British troops were restricted to the south east, Basra and the
south east oil fields where there were reserve battalions, airbarne capahle and light
infantey .

RB: WWe were unableto make calls or contact for two wweeks sowe were unahleto
transmit reports while troops were rooting out rehels who were living hand to mouth. The
chain of command started in London. During that time there was no commuanication ar
change of plan. They were grateful for any coverage and broade ast everything | sent.
There was no stratecy for coverage o pressure from produc ers. In a way it was the
gasiest job | have done asthere was no pressure &t all. They were just grateful for any
reports at all. 1ttakes 20 minutes to send one minute of wideo via sat phone. A three
rminute package takes one hour to send. Wideo phones were easier but the pictures
weare of poor quality. The livewirewas difficult to operate in the dusty environment. The
camera kept jamming and kept needing to be fixed. The livewdre did not resolutionise the
reporting in the same way it was expectedto. It was a punishing routine. After filmming faor
tweo days we would edit then there was the lengthy process of sending it back to London.
We kept the batteries charged with petrol generators.

GV: | horrowed a power generator from a medic al unit.

RB: There was a hig difference in the news styles. NBC had more of a ‘'hello mum' style
af reporting. MBS wrote all the scripts and edited the raw pictures that wer e transmitt ed
hack to the LIS and edited by MNBC. LIS crews were not editing their owen packages.

GV: Ve had no idea about what progress had been made in the war. At home there
weere reports about the wear going badk, problems with marines and their ki,
sahdstormes, etcY But s difficult to koo if that was afair reflection.

RB: Before the war started | was in Baghdad and rmy experience wasthat the [ragi
peaple heliev ed that the warwas coming no matter what. | didn't believe fromtalking to
peaplethat there were any Wk Ds bt iy experience and the news that was coming
biack from London said two different things. What | could see and what | reparted an in
Baghdad was not reflected on what | was watching being broadc ast on satellite TV,



